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SUBJ: APGHANISTAN AND GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AGREE TO 
EXCHANGE RESIDENT AMBASSADORS 

1. THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED JUNE 14 THAT IT 

HAD AGREED WITH THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (GDR) TO 
ESTABLISH RESIDENT DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AT THE 
AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL. A GDR DELEGATION IS ALREADY RESIDENT 
AT A KABUL HOTEL, AND, ACCORDING TO ANOTHER ANNOUNCEMENT, 
POREIGN MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN MET JUNE 14 WITH THE 
GDR CHARGE, DR. BERND BIEDERMANN. 

2. COMMENT: THIS ANNOUNCEMENT PURTHER UNDERSCORES THE 
NEW APGHAN REGIME'S DETERMINATION TO STRENGTHEN ITS TIES 
WITH THE COMMUNIST COUNTRIES OP EAST EUROPE. IN VIEW 

OP THE GOVERNMENT'S OPT-STATED POLICY OP "JUDGING ITS 
PRIENDS BY THE AMOUNT OF ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL SUPPORT " 

THEY EXTEND TO AFGHANISTAN, WE ANTICIPATE THAT 
THE REGIME EXTRACTED PROMISES OP SUCH ASSISTANCE 
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PROM THE EAST GERMANS IN RETURN POR THE AGREE- 
MENT TO EXCHANGE RESIDENT AMBASSADORS. CONCEIVABLY, 

BERLIN'S DECISION TO BECOME INVOLVED MORE 
DEEPLY HERE COULD HAVE BEEN AT SOVIET URGING AS 
A MEANS TO DIVERSIFY, ON THE SURPACE AT LEAST, 

THIS REGIME'S TIES WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. 
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3. IN THIS REGARD, PRIOR TO THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, 

THE WEST GERMANS HERE WERE FAIRLY CERTAIN THAT 
THE GDR WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO EXTEND ASSISTANCE 
TO KABUL BECAUSE THE EAST GERMANS WERE FULLY 
COMMITTED TO AID PROIECTS IN AFRICA AND ELSE- 
WHERE. 

AMSTUTZ 
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